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the state governors also in washington are disturbed at the raging inflation and the poor state of the economy 
generally they do not want to see wage and price controls but are afraid there may be no escape nothing 
else to do now douglas kiker in washington has a report the nation's governors holding their midwinter 
meeting here in washington say they do not welcome the prospect of wage and price controls most of them 
say wait a little longer but many of them also say there may be no alternative i find wage and price control is 
repugnant but it looks like we may be heading to them i would like to say no we're not but unfortunately i 
think yes we are and it's just a shame that we find ourselves in the condition we're in today i think if the 
present money and credit policies don't work any better in the near future than they have we may have no 
alternative we're heading that way and i think everyone hopes that it doesn't occur actually it's just like uh 
putting a dam in front of a stream it's it's going to build up and we saw what happened last time the dam 
broke so i think we ought to seriously consider that a freeze for a period of time and then to try to address it 
because i think it's getting out of control there is one other thing these governors say that the people in their 
states also believe things are going to get worse before they get better douglas kiker nbc news at the 
national governor's conference in washington the democratic governors decided this morning to stay out of 
the fight between president carter and senator edward kennedy over an open convention even though it 
appeared the president could have won any vote here four to one only six of the governors had joined the 
open convention bandwagon and the president's campaign manager bob strauss was here to make sure it 
stayed that way is there anyone in this room that thinks that if senator kennedy had the delegate votes the 
president had that he would be tearing around the country now yelling change rules many of the governors 
admit they're worried about the president's chances in november but they said as a group there was no need 
to get involved in the rules fight 
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need to get involved in the rules fight what we decided to do instead was to work for unity it is far more 
important for us to stand together for the unity of our party in opposition to governor reagan and his party in 
november but perhaps more important the governor sidestepped any endorsement of president carter his 
policies or his administration they said nothing even though a year ago when the president was also at a low 
point in public opinion polls the governors endorsed him for re-election we are not going to contribute to 
further laceration of this party we are clearly on record as a group and individually our support for president 
carter senator kennedy neither gained nor lost anything here but by not endorsing president carter again 
even though an attempt was made the democratic governors left unanswered just how strong their support 
for mr carter really is roger o'neill nbc news den arkansas today it was the teachers who were taking tests 
hoping to prove they have enough basic still skills to continue teaching about 90 percent of the state's nearly 
14 000 teachers showed up to take the controversial competency test but many of those were there under 
protest robert elliott reports from little rock we're mad today about this they're the first school teachers in the 
country to take state competency tests and they don't like it one bit it's just too ridiculous we really feel like 


we're criminals come into my classroom and watch me teach because that's the real test for a teacher i had 
to do one more silly thing before i die and this is it i really believe this is it that's the way i'm approaching this 
test the competency test is part of a 150 million dollar reform package designed to get arkansas education 
off the bottom of the national rankings the teachers say the test won't prove a thing governor bill clinton 
disagrees but it will prove whether a teacher has the skills which are necessary to become a confident 
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are necessary to become a confident teacher although the competency test is described as basic in 
elementary state officials project that 26 percent of all arkansas teachers will fail to make the grade the study 
also predicts that more than half the black teachers will fail the test some see that as an effort by the state to 
weed minorities out of the classroom i have always made a purpose of supporting those things that will 
benefit education this will not so i refuse to take part in the sham one two three for months teachers have 
been lobbying to repeal the testing law when all efforts failed the call went out for a boycott i urge you to fall 
suddenly ill take a trip refuse to take the damn thing but the turnout for the test was more than 90 percent 
most teachers figured four hours in the classroom was better than losing a job i thought it was an insult to 
have to do it but i didn't want to protest doing it i just went ahead and did it the scores will be back in six 
weeks those who fail will have until 1987 to pass the test robert elliott noc news little rock arkansas 
opponents don't let fobus off that easy incumbent arkansas governor bill clinton says the past is an issue i 
don't believe that people want to go back to those days i think you want to go forward thank you bob what the 
dukakis people don't want to happen is a repeat of last night when one of the brightest stars in the party 
arkansas governor bill clinton was almost given the hook as his nominating speech dragged on and on as 
nbc's chris wallace reports it was the talk of the convention today tom it was supposed to be a highlight of 
this convention bill clinton nominating michael dukakis for president but it turned into an embarrassment bill 
clinton clinton seemed like the perfect choice to nominate dukakis a bright moderate southerner who could 
detail his fellow governor's record but when clinton went on for 32 minutes instead of the scheduled 15 
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instead of the scheduled 15 the crowd first tuned out and then things got out of hand the networks broke 
away for commentary and interviews convention organizers flashed a red light on the podium and even put a 
message on the teleprompter please your time is up but clinton kept talking finally saying something the 
crowd approved of in closing [Applause] it was one of the most bizarre things that's ever happened to me 
today clinton sought out reporters trying to repair his tattered image he said he realized he was losing the 
crowd in the hall but kept trying to reach the television audience at home yes last night i read that audience 
and i didn't react to it kind of against my better judgment because i wanted to try to get the message from 
mike out on this on the tv the dukakis camp wishes he had given up staffers saying privately clinton made 
late additions to his speech and it clearly wasted a key chance to help their candidate delegates looking back 
at last night seconded that motion people were beginning to start chanting you know where's the hook and it 
was really unfortunate it was just too blasted long political pro said it was a lost opportunity for everyone 
involved i think for clinton it's going to be a story remembered in convention folklore as a speech not given 
well and for the dukakis people a speech that they needed and didn't get clinton tried his best to be 
philosophical laugh about it i just think you know it was one of those kind of uh comedies of error that 
happened to people in life sometimes dukakis advisors are being philosophical too they say clinton's speech 
was so bad that has given their man an easy act to follow we won't have a pop quiz at the end of this 
program but here are some facts to remember tonight one in four american high school students drops out 
13 percent of american adults can't read american students spend on 
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can't read american students spend on average less than 20 hours a week in the classroom japanese 
students 32 hours and yet federal aid to education in this country is up almost 30 percent in the last decade 
what's going wrong that's what president bush and the nation's governors were trying to figure out today in 


charlottesville virginia nbc's john cochran this was only the third time a president has called the nation's 
governors to a summit the last time back in 1933 when franklin roosevelt told governors he was ready to 
spend big bucks to buy america out of economic depression that is not george bush's way bush wants to be 
the education president but he says he will not try to buy his way out of the crisis in education even though 
the crisis is getting worse millions of americans cannot read some never even make it to graduation dropping 
out of school and society as well bush and the governors divided up in three groups for private talks the 
governors wanted public sessions for maximum news coverage but the white house insisted on privacy to 
avoid the possibility of televised arguments between bush and democratic governors but as the summit 
started most democrats said they would not pressure bush for money now maybe later but not now what 
we're saying is yes there may be more federal money needed but let's set the goals let's do what we can with 
flexibility let's focus on the things we can agree on first flexibility a polite way of saying the governors want 
washington's money without strings without orders from washington on how money should be spent in the 
classroom bush is willing to remove some of the strings but in return he wants states and local school boards 
to set goals for how federal money is spent the governors admit educators must be held accountable the 
system needs money but the system itself needs accountability the system needs restructuring at the state 
level not all democrats are shy about asking for money new york's mario cuomo wants 
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for money new york's mario cuomo wants bush to guarantee college loans for high school graduates and 
some governors want more money for preschool head start programs bush tried to avoid political controversy 
this is not a republican or a democratic issue and it's not administration versus the governors it's an american 
issue most governors say they don't expect bush to provide more money but they do expect him to provide 
leadership to harangue citizens into taking local action to reverse the decline in american education john 
cochran nbc news charlottesville virginia in the southern great plains tonight cresting flood waters are surging 
south and more heavy rains are in the forecast for tomorrow the most serious flooding is along the trinity river 
the red river valley and along the arkansas river more tonight from nbc's kenley jones floodwaters in 
arkansas have reached their highest point in more than 40 years crops have been flooded just a few weeks 
before harvest in some cases thousands of cattle have been stranded they're fine now if i could just you 
know if i can keep them fed farmers have been critical of the corps of engineers for not releasing water from 
reservoirs earlier which might have helped governor bill clinton joined in the criticism when the the river is 
down they should release a little more water so they'll have a greater capacity to resist when the floods come 
in thirty the president wants to regain the momentum without spending any more money and dollar bills don't 
educate students but bush does support a new way of encouraging better performance in five subjects math 
science english history and geography the president wants to offer voluntary national tests on those subjects 
to students in the fourth eighth and twelfth grades these achievement tests will tell parents and educators 
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will tell parents and educators politicians and employers just how well our schools are doing these national 
tests the first ever would not be used to punish some schools by withholding funds from those that do badly 
but the president does want to give parents more freedom of choice to send their children to schools that 
score well including private schools a controversial idea that summon congress oppose but congress may 
buy another bush proposal to help create a new model school in every congressional district throughout the 
country and every member of congress could claim credit by voting for schools that would use the latest 
technology and teaching methods this democratic governor credits bush with new thinking the idea of 
creating new schools from the ground up is a is something and democrats are already making quail an issue 
for bush's re-election does he believe and does he believe again in 1992 that the vice president is the best 
person in america to succeed him if he's unable to continue in just 13 months the democrats will convene in 
new york to nominate a candidate for president of the united states but there is no front runner and president 
bush looks tough to beat as nbc's andrea mitchell reports now the party is trying to get its act together here 
they come the democratic field and their party leaders meeting for two days at a virginia horse country estate 
to assess the damage and look for chinks in the president's political armor george bush is very vulnerable in 


1992 because this administration has absolutely no domestic agenda the obstacles are daunting for the first 
time in years no big democratic names are vying for the nomination this close to the first primaries and 
caucuses even fellow democrats joked that the likely candidates could use a charisma transplant has the 
budget straight jacket got you down tired of having sand kicked in your face in november it's the democratic 
field so earnest 
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it's the democratic field so earnest so sincere so boring mario cuomo isn't boring but he refused to take part 
in today's summit i don't know cuomo says he has no plans to run but that doesn't stop him from taking shots 
from the sidelines especially at moderates in the democratic leadership conference your democratic 
leadership conference sounded to me very much like the republicans frankly uh instead but they wear a 
jackass instead of an elephant at the lavish estate of party supporter pamela harriman potential candidates 
were told to focus on the economic pain of the middle class i believe that the research confirmed what any 
work a day politician would find who went out and just talked to real people that they have real problems real 
concerns they don't think they're being addressed at the national level they were told to hammer that home 
aggressively so when i hear george bush and his fat cat republican friends tell me that they're building a 
conservative opportunity society i got a one word reply democrats have their own fat cats ready to ante up if 
only they had a contender no one wants to lose uh some candidates uh like senator gore if he runs in 92 and 
fails then 96 is going to be very tough some of the biggest names probably will wait until 1996 but a field for 
92 is starting to emerge and party leaders want to be sure that democrats at least don't embarrass 
themselves this time around andrea mitchell nbc news washington on focus this evening the 1992 
presidential election the democrats chances do they have any well four years ago at this time six democrats 
were already in the race in the seventh jesse jackson was getting set to run in the race in fact all seven 
candidates had already debated on national television the nomination was thought of as a prize worth having 
then 
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worth having then this year well this year the democrats have only one announced candidates so far another 
possible contender richard gephardt dropped out this past week and other would-be candidates are 
searching for an issue and an identity when will the democrats get going lisa myers at the white house 
tonight with some answers good evening lisa good evening derek for those who aren't political junkies who 
view presidential politics as a 20th century form of torture there's bad news in six weeks we'll have a full- 
fledged presidential campaign gephardt's announcement that he won't run set lesser-known candidates 
scurrying for his supporters for the relative unknowns the hour already is getting late the iowa caucus is only 
six months away because of the practical things that need to be done to get a campaign going everybody 
other than two people mario cuomo and jesse jackson have to make a decision and be running by labor day 
if they hope to be serious candidates in 1992. by september former massachusetts senator paul songus the 
only candidate so far is likely to be joined by senator tom harkin of iowa senator jay rockefeller of west 
virginia and governor bill clinton of arkansas also to decide by then are senator al gore of tennessee who 
says not to rule him out yet and governor douglas wilder of virginia whose candidacy is now in question 
because of his damaging feud with senator chuck robb despite the absence of a field the shape of the 
campaign already is emerging democrats agree that their only shot at beating president bush is on domestic 
issues like the economy we were never meant to have america's workers ranked ninth in the world in wages 
but with possible signs of recovery the economy may not play for them either so some are emphasizing 
health care we have to act now quite frankly to make sure that you don't have to be a rockefeller to afford 
decent health insurance in this country beyond that the party is 
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in this country beyond that the party is sharply divided liberals like harkin argued that the party just needs to 
do a better job of selling old-time democratic values the issue isn't jobs held slaves had jobs what we want 
are well-paying long-term secure jobs others claim that the message is wrong that the party has to change to 
win back the middle class the very burdened middle class we're talking about have not trusted us in national 
elections to defend our national interest abroad to put their values into our social policy at home or to take 
their tax money and spend it with discipline but even that might not be enough some democrats worry that 
their candidates don't have the stature to compete with a popular commander-in-chief it's awfully hard if 
you're going to play professional football to move the ball down the field when you've got 165 pound linemen 
the challenge for the democrats is daunting ronald reagan's pollster says that george bush is much stronger 
today politically than reagan was at this point in his re-election campaign and as you recall garrick reagan 
carried 49 states a big win but lisa the democrats have anything going for them right now yes eric they do the 
paradox is is that the same polls that give president bush sky-high approval ratings also find that increasing 
number of voters believe the country itself is headed seriously in the wrong direction in addition some 
pollsters are beginning to find that voters wonder whether george bush is president of the world or president 
of the united states meaning he may be spending too much time with the problems of kuwait and the soviet 
union and not enough time with those here at home all right potential issues for the democrats but you need 
a candidate to articulate those issues who what about mario cuomo he's well known sir there's going to be 
increasing pressure on cuomo to run particularly because of the stature gap with some of the lesser-known 
candidates as cuomo said this week that he has no plans to even make plans to run and while predicting 
mario cuomo as the 
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and while predicting mario cuomo as the most hazardous venture in american politics i don't think he's going 
to be a candidate all right and we'll see what he does thank you very much lisa myers at the white house and 
just one note tomorrow morning we'll have more on this subject our guest uh tomorrow on meet the press will 
be paul tsongas the only declared democratic candidate so far and we'll be right back and now to politics 
what do you do if your party can't seem to field strong candidates for president well if you're the democrats 
you try to run without them at least for now jamie gangel is in washington tonight to explain the democrats 
dilemma good evening jamie good evening mary alice as you said candidates are not exactly jumping into 
the ring so the democrats are trying to change their strategy the question is not who the candidate will be but 
what this party has to say to the middle class four years ago the candidates were lining up to take on george 
bush by this time seven democrats had announced this year there's only one former massachusetts senator 
paul sanges he's considered intelligent and serious but a dark horse others are testing the waters senator 
tom harkin senator jay rockefeller governor bill clinton but without a major candidate the democratic party has 
had to come up with a new strategy take on george bush on the issues on education health care child care 
tax relief in other words go after the middle class the middle class knows that the ground is trembling so 
that's a given the question is whether democrats can come up with an economic policy that has some 
confidence to it that gives people a sense that democrats know what they're talking about the democrats are 
basing their strategy against bush on public opinion polls which show that while george bush's approval 
rating is very high 76 percent and the public strongly approves of his handling of foreign policy 74 on the 
economy bush 
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74 on the economy bush loses only 47 percent approve and on the question is the country heading in the 
right direction 44 say no only 40 percent say yes but while the democrats say bush is vulnerable on the 
economy and domestic issues party strategists admit they still don't have a solution we need to deliver ona 
broad days program for the middle class whether that's tax relief education for their kids health care reform 
there are lots of opportunities but big government better do something big for the middle class if they're going 
to pay for it the question the democrats will ask is a familiar one are you better off than you were four years 
ago that helped ronald reagan win democrats think the polls now show that they can use that against george 
bush mary alice jamie taking punches at george bush seems pretty perilous can their strategy work well the 


middle class most of america is upset about these issues but even democrats concede short of a severe 
depression short of a major scandal there's a good reason only one democrat has officially gotten into this 
race there's no doubt about it george bush's popularity makes it very tough all right thank you jamie gangall 
in washington good evening will the presidential campaign never end this time four years ago americans 
were asking that question this year everyone's asking when it'll begin today it did the democratic national 
committee is meeting in los angeles to devise a strategy for taking on the most popular president in the 
history of popularity polls and to meet the risk takers willing to make the race long shots all lisa myers has 
been watching them and joins us now good evening lisa good evening mary alice the mood among 
democrats is relief relief that they finally have candidates even if they're not the first string and relief that the 
campaign against george bush finally can begin the next president of the united states governor bill clinton 
for the candidates 
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governor bill clinton for the candidates the dnc meeting is the political equivalent of a coming out party 
unknown to most of america some also are little known within their party still democrats seem ready to make 
the best of what they have it's time that we get our chins up off our chests and start looking forward to what 
we can do some suggested that running a bunch of unknowns might even be good because we've got a set 
of candidates who have little to lose which means they're willing to take risks and maybe they'll even talk 
about the truth to the american people the democrats have made progress in the last few months they agree 
that their message should be aimed at middle-class voters that bush is vulnerable on domestic issues and 
that they're up for a fight but there the consensus ends senator tom harkin of iowa features unremittingly 
personal attacks on bush george herbert walker bush has got feet of clay and i'm going to take a hammer to 
those speed in the next year arkansas governor bill clinton says personal attacks on a popular president are 
a mistake that democrats must emphasize real solutions to real problems we have to control health care 
costs improve quality take care of long-term care do more in preventive care maintain consumer choice and 
cover everybody and believe it or not we can do it for less than we're spending if we have the courage 
senator bob carey of nebraska who didn't attend today promises national health insurance for all americans i 
don't want any american to go to a welfare office to get health care other candidates challenge the party's 
liberal economic dogma the private sector is where the growth is going to come from no goose no golden 
eggs we must cut tens of billions in federal spending that we cannot afford although just about everyone is 
running as an outsider none more than former california governor jerry brown his message the entire political 
process 
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his message the entire political process is corrupt the insatiable appetite for campaign dollars is virtually turn 
the government into a stop and shop for every greedy and special interest in the country this election cycle 
will be less a marathon than a sprint with the first primary only five months away these candidates are facing 
the shortest pre-season in modern political history which means they can't afford many mistakes mary alice 
lisa with no clear front runners in the field do they all start out equal well some are some are more equal than 
other the strongest candidates are clinton and kerry although harkin also belongs in the top tier the 
republicans like to dismiss harken as george mcgovern with hair but he has a lot of support support among 
these democratic interest groups who have a lot to say in the primary process in the second group are the 
candidates who still have to prove they can even compete songs who hasn't done much despite months of 
campaigning wilder who properly describes himself as the longest of long shots and finally governor brown of 
former governor brown of california i spoke to a democratic party chairman last night state party chairman 
who said that jerry brown has as much chance of winning the domination as he does of being elected pope 
and this man wasn't even a catholic well what about jesse jackson first he's on the verge of taking himself out 
of the race and then he makes noises about getting in well the read in los angeles that is that reverend 
jackson jackson is still more interested in preserving his power base than in running for election but he's not 
yet ready to declare that he isn't going to run in 92. all right thank you lisa and now there are five on the 
democratic side the latest is 45 years old a lawyer rhodes scholar governor of arkansas he is bill clinton who 


announced today that he wants to be the democratic presidential nominee nbc's lisa myers has more and 
our governor and the next president of the united states bill clinton clinton cast himself as an innovative 
alternative to what he called the visionless leadership of george bush 
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visionless leadership of george bush when there is no national vision no national leadership no national 
direction a thousand points of light leaves a lot of darkness i refuse to be part of a generation of americans 
that celebrates the death of communism abroad with the loss of the american dream here at home his 
prescription an ambitious agenda to make government work and help the forgotten middle class opportunity 
for all means giving middle class people along with poor people the help they need from government when 
they need it a star since first elected governor at age 32 clinton is driven less by ideology than by what works 
he overhauled his state's education system taking on democratic interest groups in the process this year 
fellow governors voted him the most effective governor in the nation bill clinton is the one candidate in this 
field has really gotten his hands dirty trying to make government work better name a problem clinton 
probably has a solution he promises tax cuts for the middle class a national health insurance program within 
his first year an overhaul of education programs giving every young american the chance to borrow the 
money necessary to go to college and pay it back sound expensive it is but clinton says he's against a tax 
increase i think there's a lot of money that can be redirected in the taxes americans are already paying to 
solve our problems and we ought to do that first that's probably wishful thinking clinton has been accused of 
talking like a republican because he insists that those who receive government help also must help 
themselves people think it's indelicate to say work is better than welfare like the other democratic candidates 
clinton has zero foreign policy experience but the bigger question is whether he'll be perceived as too 
moderate by the liberal activists who dominate the primary process lisa myers nbc news washington tom at 
their first joint appearance the six 
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their first joint appearance the six major democratic candidates were almost overshadowed by the man who 
wasn't there the democrats were in detroit the heart of the recession according big labor but the afl-cio won't 
endorse anyone until it sees white puffs of smoke coming out of the state capitol in albany new york i'm 
doing it as fast as i can most candidates take a year to figure this out those already running took target 
practice on george bush blaming him for everything from the recession to david duke stands in the rose 
garden of the white house and says no to parental leave no to increases in minimum wage no to extended 
unemployment benefits we have to put george bush out and say once and for all that your kind of politics that 
gives us a david duke john david duke is the son of judge bush the biggest applause was for iowa senator 
tom harkin who has tailored his campaign to be a hit with labor it's time for a president that gets tough on 
trade don't lower our standards to theirs make them raise their standards up to ours unlike arkansas 
governor bill clinton who said workers have to shape up too and you always clap when people tell you what 
they want to hear but the truth is last year germany's productivity growth was three times ours japan's was 
four times ours some of the delegates said they're still waiting for the seventh man others are fed up knows 
mario can't make up his mind whether he wants to run for president i wonder what kind of president he be 
meanwhile cuomo is trying out campaign themes such as blame bush for new york's problems you know 
you're the head of the of the ship here oh hold it slow down okay if you're gonna say i'm the head of the ship 
and therefore i'm responsible for the city taxes then president bush is the head of the fleet and he's 
responsible for the state taxes and the city taxes right well do you take any blame whatsoever no no i didn't 
no no wait i'm using your logic yeah if you're saying the captain has to what about the admiral does he take 
any blame cuomo has not confided in anyone but leading democrats 
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confided in anyone but leading democrats say that after putting on such a public display he has to run or else 
become irrelevant tom now to u.s politics and what some people are calling the six-pack the six democrats 
officially running for president this sunday all of america will get a chance to see them in the opening debate 
of the 1992 campaign nbc's andrea mitchell has a preview andrea tom sunday's debate is the first real test 
for the democratic candidates until now they've had so little national exposure that according to our latest poll 
two out of three americans barely know who most of them are less than 10 weeks before the new hampshire 
primary the campaign is for most people still a blur candidates have been auditioning for party insiders and 
each other in that small circle arkansas governor bill clinton has outshone the others that's sort of like saying 
moe is the smartest of the three stooges it also makes clinton a tempting target his more liberal competitors 
call him a warmed over republican example in a detailed foreign policy speech this week he is much more 
cautious than they about cutting defense first let's provide for a strong defense then we can talk about 
defense savings former massachusetts senator paul songas has almost a home state advantage in 
neighboring new hampshire like clinton songus has also challenged popular party positions opposes a tax 
cut for the middle class and giving somebody 95 cents a week as an economic recovery strategy is the 
democrats equivalent to voodoo economics nebraska senator bob carey a vietnam war hero has yet to find a 
campaign voice except when speaking about his injuries and the right to universal health care the 
government of the united states of america saved my life saved it without that assistance i wouldn't have 
been able to walk little attention is being paid to the iowa caucuses this year where favorite son tom harkin is 
the obvious winner harkin is a bush-bashing liberal hot rhetoric sometimes short on facts a 
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hot rhetoric sometimes short on facts a broad appeal to labor i want you to know i'm the only candidate for 
president that voted against sending your jobs to mexico on a fast track and i'm proud of it former california 
governor jerry brown is casting himself as an outsider attacking all the others with the barest of organizations 
virginia governor douglas wilder may have the most to gain from sunday's prime time tv and then there's 
mario cuomo still pondering even when giving blood if the state is in disarray of this danger that you're 
financing maricoma's new public service campaign mine is a terrible thing to make up with cuomo still 
playing hamlet the others are having trouble getting attention and money that can all change on when they 
get a national audience sunday night tom thank you andrea the debate will be broadcast on most of these 
nbc stations the nbc radio network and npr sunday at 6 30 5 30 central time and a ruling today on a former 
president of federal judges now to us politics and what some people are calling the six-pack the six 
democrats officially running for president this sunday all of america will get a chance to see them in the 
opening debate of the 1992 campaign nbc's andrea mitchell has a preview andrea tom sunday's debate is 
the first real test for the democratic candidates until now they've had so little national exposure that 
according to our latest poll two out of three americans barely know who most of them are less than 10 weeks 
before the new hampshire primary the campaign is for most people still a blur candidates have been 
auditioning for party insiders and each other in that small circle arkansas's governor bill clinton has outshone 
the others 


00:36:02 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=RE TgWUvun88&t=2162s 





bill clinton has outshone the others that's sort of like saying moe is the smartest of the three stooges it also 
makes clinton a tempting target his more liberal competitors call him a warmed over republican example in a 
detailed foreign policy speech this week he is much more cautious than they about cutting defense first let's 
provide for a strong defense then we can talk about defense savings former massachusetts senator paul 
sanguis has almost a home state advantage in neighboring new hampshire like clinton songus has also 
challenged popular party positions opposes a tax cut for the middle class and giving somebody 95 cents a 
week an economic recovery strategy is the democrats equivalent to voodoo economics nebraska senator 
bob carey a vietnam war hero has yet to find a campaign voice except when speaking about his injuries and 
the right to universal health care the government of the united states of america saved my life saved it 
without that assistance i wouldn't have been able to walk little attention is being paid to the iowa caucuses 
this year where favorite son tom harkin is the obvious winner harkin is a bush-bashing liberal hot rhetoric 


sometimes short on facts a broad appeal to labor i want you to know i'm the only candidate for president that 
voted against sending your jobs to mexico on a fast track and i'm proud of it former california governor jerry 
brown is casting himself as an outsider attacking all the others with the barest of organizations virginia 
governor douglas wilder may have the most to gain from sunday's prime time tv and then there's mario 
cuomo still pondering even when giving blood if the state is in disarray if there's danger that you're financing 
maricomas new public service campaign a mine is a terrible thing to make up with cuomo still playing hamlet 
the others are having trouble getting attention and money that can all change on when they get a national 
audience sunday night a key issue in the presidential campaign 
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a key issue in the presidential campaign just now getting underway the democratic contenders fired some 
opening rounds sunday night in a nationally televised debate here on nbc it was the first of the season and 
nbc's andrea mitchell has the highlights for many americans it was the first glimpse of the six democrats 
what they saw was a spirited argument sometimes more amongst themselves than against the president on 
middle-class tax cuts we don't get one iota closer to competing with japan with a middle-class tax cut you 
can't have consumer confidence restored until there's consumer cash in the 80s middle-class incomes went 
down middle-class taxes went up everyone's talking about a tax break middle class and that's what that's 
what they're talking about a dollar a day one dollar a day for a family on massive aid to the soviet republics 
well absolutely not i'm all in favor of humanitarian aid for medicine for example to get them the medicine if we 
get them through the winter and we nourish democracy and the growth of the market economy we'll generate 
american jobs frequently citing his own vietnam war experience kerry said george bush was too timid about 
helping the soviet republics too aggressive towards saddam hussein and the secretary of state baker tried to 
clarify what it was all about november 1990 saying was jobs jobs jobs i didn't believe that if it was true where 
are these jobs marching to his own drummer jerry brown at one point read a newspaper he spent most of the 
evening accusing the others of being owned by special interests try to follow the money and then you'll find 
what the problem is you seem to be saying that i'm somehow bought and paid for is that what you're saying 
are you saying that i'm bought and paid for i'm saying this system are you saying that i'm bought and paid i'm 
saying you're part of a system that was bought and paid for by punching back kerry energized his campaign 
clinton avoided any mistakes they all ignored the man who wasn't there we'll know by the end of the week 
pretty much whether it's possible to make the new hampshire family i can't tell you because i don't know yet 
what the condition is going to be with the budget when asked who won the president pointed to himself but 
the race is still very early andrea mitchell 
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